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Message from the Congregation Leadership Team
Feast of Blessed Edmund Rice, 2021
Dear Brothers and Friends,
As we approach the Feast day of Blessed Edmund Rice, we are invited to reflect and see the Charism of Edmund with fresh eyes. We
do so in the context of a global pandemic as the world struggles to
cope with the spread of the virus, deal with death and loss, rely on
the hope of vaccines, reach out to countries and those in need,
finding new and creative ways of relating and connecting, showing
generosity of spirit and risking in order to save lives and care for
others, and finding meaning and learnings from this experience.
Wherever we find ourselves at this moment, on this journey, a new
reality dawns on us, and finding God in this experience will give us
hope.
Edmund responded to the crisis of his time by being the ‘image
and likeness of God to others, namely, young people, the poor, the
disadvantaged and marginalised. The most important question for
us, then, is what does it mean to be God’s image and likeness in
this world at this time? To answer this question, we need to turn
to God. He gave us the perfect model of what it means to be His
image and likeness in the Person of Jesus Christ, God’s Wordbecome-flesh. As we celebrate the life and Charism of Edmund, let
us look at the Blessed Edmund Rice Prayer, adapted for during the
pandemic, with fresh eyes and renewed spirit.
Attached to this message are the following pages, containing the
three-day prayer and reflection prepared by Br Martin and the
L.E.A.F Project. It’s a wonderful resource for our community and
personal reflection in the days leading up to the feast of Blessed
Edmund. We recommend highly, the material suggested, in the
form of Scripture and reflective text and invite you to really engage
as community in celebrating our Founder’s feast day.
May Blessed Edmund continue to inspire your way of being Christlike in the world at this time.
Happy Feast of Blessed Edmund Rice.
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